Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 01 ROME 12210 061145Z 
44 

ACTION EB- 11 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 ISO-OO CAB-09 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO 

DOTE-OO INR-11 NSAE-00 RSC-01 FAA-00 PM-07 H-03 L-03 

NSC-07 PA-04 PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 USIA-15 DRC-01 /122 W 

048556 

R 061016Z SEP 74 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6739 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ROME 12210 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRN, IT 
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1. IN RESPONSE EMBASSY'S INFORMAL JULY 24 NOTIFICATION OF 
MINISTRY FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MFA) ON OVERUSE FREE/REDUCED RATE 
TRANSPORTATION BY ALITALIA, AS INSTRUCTED REFTEL, EMBASSY RECEIVED 
NOTE VERB ALE DATED AUGUST 31 REQUESTING EMBASSY INTERVENTION SO 
THAT 400 PASSENGERS ANNUALLY LIMITATION DOES NOT BECOME APPLICABLE 
TO ALITALIA. 

2. MFA NOTE EXPLAINS THAT SUCH FREE/REDUCED TRANSPORATION IS 
BASED ON GOI ORDER AND IS NECESSARY IN CONNECTION WITH PRE- 
PARATIONS FOR HOLY YEAR WHICH BEGINS JANUARY 1, 1975. CAB LIMIT- 
ATION "WOULD BE SERIOUS AND COULD PROVOKE NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES". 

3. PREPARING FOR MASSIVE INFLUX OF HOLY YEAR PILGRIMS DOES INDEED 
REQUIRE EXTENSIVE SPECIAL EFFORT, WHICH MAY ACCOUNT (AT LEAST IN 
PART) FOR RECENT INCREASE IN VOLUME OF FREE/REDUCED RATE TRANS- 
PORTATION PROVIDED BY ALITALIA. SUCH SPECIAL EFFORTS WILL EXTEND 
INTO 1975. 

4. UNDER THESE SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES, EMBASSY BELIEVES EXEMPTION 
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FOR ALITALIA IS JUSTIFIED FOR REMAINDER 1974 AND FOR FIRST 4-6 
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MONTHS 1975. AFTER THIS PERIOD, HOWEVER, 400 PASSENGERS 
ANNUALLY LIMITATION SHOULD APPLY. 

5. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT AND CAB VIEWS IN ORDER 
RESPOND TO MFA NOTE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. VOLPE 
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